
 

 

APPENDIX 4 – LOCALLY DISTINCTIVE DESIGN IN POWYS - GUIDANCE ON DESIGN DETAILING 

1.  The vernacular styles across Powys have in many ways been influenced by the different building 

materials and techniques that have been available locally. 

2.  Historically there has been a tendency to use natural stone for building in the ‘wet’ west of Wales, 

i.e. most of Brecknockshire and parts of Radnorshire, and the predominance of timber in the more 

prosperous eastern borderlands, i.e. the rest of Radnorshire and Montgomeryshire. The coming of 

the railway added brick to the range of materials within easy reach. 

3.  However, improved accessibility has led to vernacular styles becoming increasingly diluted, with the 

majority of post-war housing in the County failing to reflect local design and materials. 

4. The County Council is keen to see a reversal of this trend for homogenised housing styles through 

instilling an awareness of local character and distinctiveness. 

5.  The consideration of design appearance is therefore fundamental in securing an appreciation of 

good local styles. 

6. Before preparing the detailed design of a dwelling, architects/designers should assess the 

characteristic design features of residential buildings in the settlement. 

7. The following Character Appraisal checklist of points can be used as a helpful guide of matters to 

take into consideration: 

Building materials 
What materials are used - brick, stone? 
What is the typical colour and type? 
Are there any distinctive patterns such as quoins? 
What is the common render? 
Are contemporary building materials used? 

 

Roofs 
What material is used? 
What is the degree of slope? 
What is the roof type – ridge, hipped etc? 
Are there corbels and guttering? 
How are the gable ends and eaves designed? 
Are there barge boards, soffits and fascias? 
Are there dormer windows? Where are they located? What shape? 

 

Building Plots 
What size and shape are the residential plots? 
How wide are the frontages? 
Are properties detached, semi-detached or terraced? 
How far are the buildings set back from the highway? 

 

Chimneys 
What form are chimney stacks? Squat or tall? 
Is brickwork or other materials used? 
Is the breast internal or external and what is its position? 
How many stacks are there? 
 



 

 

Windows 
What type are they - sash, bays? 
What types of glazing bars? 
How many are there and what are their size and shape? 
Are they set back within their frames? 
Are there lintels and sills? 
What proportion of the facade to they take up? - solid to void ratio 
 

Doors 
Is there panelling? 
What is the surround? 
Are arches used? 
Are there porches? 
Is there any glass? 

 

 

8.  Carrying out this appraisal will raise awareness of the building styles and traditions which make the 

settlement distinctive. Applicants are not expected to replicate the architectural detailing that they 

may record, but to respond to the general character of an area in terms of its use of materials, 

proportions and layouts. 

 

9.  To assist in this process, a general character assessment of each Town in Powys has been included in 

a separate supporting document (to be named) (Appendix 5 for SPG consultation purposes) to 

support this SPG. The assessments give brief histories of the area which help to explain the 

influences on the design and expansion of each settlement over time, and the key characteristics 

which contribute to the building tradition of the area. 

 

10.  The aim is to create an appreciation of the structure and local distinctiveness of a place to give an 

informed context for good design. Applicants need only carry out a simple appraisal of the buildings 

in their relevant settlement. 

 

11.  In response to certain design characteristics highlighted in each settlement in (name document), 

settlement specific design standards have been included at the end of each appraisal. These should 

usually be adhered to in the development of new housing in each settlement, unless applicants can 

justify an alternative design. 

 

12.  The appraisals have been made for the Towns only as these are the settlements to which most new 

significant residential development is directed in accordance with the strategic settlement hierarchy 

of the Local Development Plan. 

  



 

 

13.  General Design Requirements 
 
In addition to the individual characteristics of the County’s towns and settlements, the following design 
principles and requirements must be adhered to in all new residential developments: 
 

 Stone, render and brick will be the preferred building materials 

 Applicants will be required to provide samples of all external materials to be used on 

residential developments.  

 Only natural or high quality reconstituted slate will be permitted as roofing material. In 

Conservation Areas, only natural blue/grey slate will be permitted. 

 Chimney stacks must be included in all new dwellings, unless this is out of keeping with the 

local building tradition. Guidance on the particular design of the stack, i.e. tall or squat and 

the materials used and where they should be positioned, should be taken from the local 

character appraisal. 

 Windows should be set back a minimum of 100mm from the facade. Timber or UPVc drip 

window cills are rarely visually successful. Stone, slate or brick cills are therefore preferred. 

 Roof pitch should be a minimum of 35 degrees for single storey development and a minimum 

of 40 degrees for 2 storey development. 

 Garages -  Garages are not a prerequisite of all housing schemes and are not always consistent 
with the character of the surrounding area. If garages are to be provided, they must be 
coordinated with the whole scheme and their design should reflect and complement the 
quality of design and materials evident in the rest of the scheme.  Garages should be located 
so that they do not dominate street frontages or the overall design. 

 

 

 

Facades and Materials 

 

14.  All too often when trying to imitate the architectural styles found across Powys, such as timber 

frames, sash windows and decorative brickwork detailing, the result can be pastiche. It is better to 

focus on respecting the building proportions of the traditional buildings and ensuring a well defined 

and active interface with the street. 

 

15.  Designs should be kept simple, using a limited palette of colours and choice of materials, albeit that 

these are in keeping with the character of the area. 

 

16.  To avoid low grade pastiche architecture, only replication of architectural detailing of the highest 

quality and consisting of authentic materials will be allowed. 

 

17.  When building in brick, the bonding of the brickwork will impact on the variation and depth of the 

facade for example, more traditional Flemish bond, where half length and full length bricks are laid 

in turn, adds a welcome irregularity and variety to a facade. This is preferable to the more modern 

stretcher bond, where equal brick lengths are used resulting in a regimented appearance. 

  



 

 

APPENDIX 6 -  THE PRINCIPLES OF INCLUSIVE DESIGN (SOURCE:  DCFW) 

 

Inclusive design principles 
 
Good design is inclusive design, and inclusive design should 
be an integral part of the design process which extends from 
inception, through the planning, detailed design and construction 
phases of a project and into the management practices adopted 
in use. Inclusive design is about much more than catering for the 
needs of disabled people. It is about designing and managing an 
environment in a way that removes the frustration and obstacles 
experienced by many users including disabled people, older 
people, children and families. 

 
Equality Act 2010 
The Equality Act (EA) 2010 requires due regard to be given to reducing socio-economic inequalities, the 
elimination of discrimination, harassment, and victimisation based on defined ‘protected characteristics’. 
 
These characteristics include: disability, age, gender, race, religion or belief, sexual orientation, pregnancy 
and maternity and gender reassignment. 
 
The EA is about discrimination; it is about people and equality of opportunity – it is not only about the 
physical aspects of a design or a building. There is a duty on the provider of an opportunity or a service to 
ensure that discrimination does not occur. That discrimination can be direct or in-direct and can manifest 
itself in several ways including how a physical environment is designed or in the way that opportunities 
and services are delivered and managed. 
 
In relation to the physical environment, the EA does not in itself have any performance based 
requirements, nor does it offer advice on technical issues or specifications – therefore, it is not possible 
to have an ‘EA compliant’ building or product. Designs may be to the latest good practice guidance, but it 
is the way in which the environment is actually used in practice that may ultimately decide if the anti-
discrimination duties imposed under the EA are being met. 
 
The measures needed to address discrimination will often vary according to the circumstances of each 
individual case. The EA lays the foundation for the elimination of discrimination. How that is achieved may 
depend on several considerations – only one of which is the design of the physical environment. 
 
The Principles of Inclusive Design 
The following five principles have been adopted by the Welsh Government and DCfW to describe the 
overall aim for an appropriately designed, inclusive environment. Inclusive Design: 
– Places people at the heart of the design process 
– Acknowledges diversity and difference 
– Offers choice where a single design solution cannot accommodate all users 
– Provides for flexibility in use 
– Provides buildings and environments that are convenient, enjoyable and safe to use for everyone 
 
Following these five principles in the design process for a development will lead to an environment that is: 
– Inclusive so everyone can use it safely, easily and with dignity. 
– Responsive taking into account what people say they need and want. 
– Flexible so different people can use it in different ways. 
– Convenient so everyone can use it without too much effort or separation. 
– Accommodating for all people, regardless of disability, age, mobility, ethnicity or circumstances. 
– Welcoming with no disabling barriers that might exclude some people. 
– Realistic offering more than one solution to help balance everyone’s needs and recognising that one 
solution may not work for all. 



 

 

 
Inclusive design is not an extra hurdle to cover. It should underpin the vision for a scheme and be 
integrated throughout the design process. As such, the design and access components should be 
intrinsically linked throughout the DAS. 
 
The Benefits of an Inclusive Design approach 
Adopting an inclusive approach to design offers designers and managers of environments the 
opportunity to: 
– Be creative 
– Exceed minimum technical specifications 
– Find, if needed, individual and innovative design solutions 
– Develop buildings, spaces and environments that are not only aesthetically pleasing or make bold 
statements but also ensure that usability, function and the needs of the end user play a fundamental 
role in that design and management process   



 

 

APPENDIX 7 – LDP STRATEGIC POLICY SP7 

 

Strategic Policy SP7 - Safeguarding of Strategic Resources and Assets 

To safeguard strategic resources and assets in the County, development proposals must not have an 

unacceptable adverse impact on the resource or asset and its operation. 

The following have been identified as strategic resources and assets in Powys:  
 
1. Land designated at international, European and/or national level for environmental protection. 
 
2. Historic environment designations, including: 
 i.  Registered Historic Landscapes. 
 ii.  Registered Historic Parks and Gardens 
 iii.  Scheduled Ancient Monuments and other archaeological remains. 
 Iv.  Listed Buildings and their curtilages. 
 v.  Conservation Areas. 
 
 AND the setting of designations i.-v. 
 
3. Recreational Assets, including: 
 i.  National Trails. 
  ii.  Public Rights of Way Network.  
 iii.  Recreational Trails. 
  iv.  National Cycle Network.  
 
4. The valued characteristics and qualities of the landscape throughout Powys. 
 
5. Sennybridge (Ministry of Defence) Training Area. 
 
6. Mineral Resource Areas. 
 
7. Proposed Strategic Infrastructure Routes (if and when identified). 


